Our Lady of Lourdes & St Joseph
+ 34 Sunday in Ordinary Time +
227 January 2012 + Year B +

TOGETHER

Mass Schedule Our Lady of Lourdes St Joseph
Saturday 5.30pm Ray O’Brien 7pm Joseph and Gertrude Donoghue
Vigil Mass for Sunday
Sunday 11am Rex Leonard 9.30am Jim Cunningham
Mon 10am Eileen Brooks
Tue 10am Dorothy Plinston
Wed 10 am Doris Fraser
Thurs 10am Requiem Mass - Patricia Mann
Fri 10am Francis James McKenna
Sat 9am Special Intention
Vigil Mass for Sunday 5.30pm Parishioners 7pm Joan Bilsborough 1% anniv.
Sunday 11am Gladys Hawkins 9.30am Tom Connolly

We pray for the sick Mary Teresa Millington, Mike Kenny, Fr Alan Devaney, Louise Booth, Patricia Costgrove,
Nicholas Saltrese, Renee Sproat, Vera Robinson, Andrew McFayden, Mia King, Mike Cooper, Hilda Stoker,
Semeona Flores, Marie Paton, Therese Bibby Lately Dead Margaret Lennon, Jane Miles, Anne Kennedy,
Marie Dowling, George Norker, Monica Walsh, Ann Monaghan, Jane Miles, Patricia Mann Anniversaries Ray

O’Brien, Francis James McKenna, Joan Bilsborough, Gladys Hawkins, Huguette Calixti.

The Liturgy this week

Preface for the Epiphany

Eucharistic Prayer 1

Little Church at both Sunday Masses.

Rosary 9.40am Mon, Wed, Fri at St Joseph

Church Cleaning Thursday 9am Our Lady of
Lourdes - Friday after Mass St Joseph

Confessions St Joseph Fridays after 10am Mass -
Our Lady of Lourdes Saturdays after 9am Mass.

Collection Envelopes £1,134 Loose £235
Total £ 1,369 — Received with thanks!!!

The Ladies Group meet again Monday
16 January at 2pm in Meeting Rooms.

To hire the Meeting Rooms call Sheila
Ball on 567788

St Mary's
Day Friday 13 January and Entrance Examination
11+ Scholarship Examinations Friday 27" January
2012, for application forms please call 0151 924
3926 or email office@stmarys.lpool.sch.uk Sixth
Form scholarships also available.

Cvomw ktraagyeac Visiing o

Choir Practice Wednesday 7.30pm ladies — new
members are welcome.

Churches Together in Birkdale

Ecumenical Service in the Week of Christian Unity
(19-25 January) at St James’ C of E, this Sunday 22
January at 4pm. Please not the changed time!!!

A prayer for Christian Unity
Almighty God,
Through Jesus you say to us
that whoever wishes to be first
must become the least and the servant of all.
We enter into your presence,
knowing that your victory is won
through the powerlessness of the cross.

SV%e come to pray that your church may be one.
Teagh us to accept humbly that this unity
is a gift of your Spirit;
Through this gift, change and transform us
and make us more like your Son Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Parish Priest Fr Atli Jonsson, 40 York Road, Southport PR8 2AY, Tel 01704 568313,
ajonsson@btinternet.com Parish Deacon Rev Bill Ball, Tel 567788 http://birkdalecatholics.com
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Di scovering God’s
(ARE YOU AGED 13-18 AND THINKING ABOUT THE
PRIESTHOOD?)
On Sunday 5t February the Vocations Team will be
holding its monthly discernment meeting a St
Mary’s Lowe House, St Helens, The meeting begins
at 5pm and after the meeting we go into Church for
the monthly Youth Alive Mass. This meeting is
aimed at young men aged between 13-18. The
group allows young men to pray, socialize and learn
more about the vocation of the priesthood. If you
would like to attend this event or would like more
information then please contact Father James
Preston on 01942 673753.
IS GOD CALLING YOU TO THE PRIESTHOOD!

Are you a single man in your 20’s —40’s? Have you ever
thought about a Vocation to the priesthood? Have you
ever thought that you are too old to go forward? Well,
think again! My name is Father Kieran O’ Grady and |
started my training for the priesthood when | was the
ripe old age of 33. 1 am now in my 9" year of priesthood
and | am the assistant priest at St Paul and St Timothy’s,
West Derby. If you would like to have a chat about
vocation why not give a member of our Vocations team
a ring. Please do not hesitate to us. Fr. Kieran O’Grady
0151 228 3405 or Fr. Richard Ebbo 01925 722105

Unconventional Wisdom

1 Don't let your worries get the best of you:
Remember, Moses started out as a basket
case.

1 Some people are kind, polite, and sweet -
spirited until you try to sit in their pews.

1 Many folks want to serve God, but only as
advisers.

1 Itis easier to preach ten sermons
to live one.

1 The good Lord didn't create anything
without a purpose, b ut mosquitoes come
close.

1 People are funny; they want the front of
the bus, Middle of the road, and back of
the church.

1  Opportunity may knock once, but
temptation bangs on the front door
forever.

1 Quit griping about your church; if it was
perfect, you co uldn't belong.

1 If a church wants a better priest, it only
needs to pray for the one it has.

1 ldon't know why some people change
churches: What difference does it make
which one you stay home from?

than it is

Something to
think and
pray about

Tourists in
Barcelona like to
visit the
unfinished
cathedral, La
Sagrada Familia
(The Holy
Family), now a
UNESCO World
Heritage site.
Antoni Gaudi
began work on it in 1883, but at his death in 1926,
less than a quarter of the project was complete.
Gaudi took this matter philosophically when he
remarked shortly before his death: ‘My Client is not
in a hurry.” Other architects have played their part
since then. Their efforts of course have sometimes
been criticised by their colleagues. Mid-point in
construction of this extraordinary work was
reached in 2010, and completion is planned
perhaps for the centenary of the architect’s death.

This remarkable undertaking has much to teach us.
Firstly, Gaudi is right about God’s leisurely style!
God seems not to be in a hurry about a completion
date for the epic that is world history. But like the
cathedral, enough of the divine design is available
to enable us to have some image of the final
masterpiece. Secondly, whereas only approved
architects are allowed to leave their mark on the
cathedral in Barcelona, each of us - every inhabitant
of this planet, every member of the Sacred Space
community —is invited to contribute to the shaping
of God'’s project for humankind. Strangely God
trusts us not to make a total mess of it!

Thirdly, to an outsider — and to many insiders also -
Christian belief can seem an enormous jumble of
disconnected facts, rather like the rocks on the
building site in Barcelona. It helps to know that the
keyword to Christian faith is relationships! God
wants to be in an intimate relationship with us, And
works hard at it. The concept of relationships offers
a dynamic viewpoint which illuminates every aspect
of Christian life. As the poet Hopkins says: ‘| greet
him the days | meet him, and bless when |
understand.’
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